UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 2 
290 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, NY 10007-1866 

Monday, August 20, 2007 

Mr. David M. Newman 
New York Committee for Occupational 
Safety and Health 
116 John Street, Suite 604 
New York, New York 10038 

RE: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) (2)RIN-1 1 13-07 and (HQ)RIN- 1734-07 
Dear Mr. Newman: 

This is in response to your letters dated April 2, 2007, addressed to both our national and 
regional U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) offices. 

Enclosed you will find records which are responsive to your FOIA as well as written 
verifications from those USEPA departments who searched for records, but, located 
nothing which was responsive. As a follow up to my earlier message, there are no 
billable charges associated with the processing of this request. 

We do not consider this a denial, but if you do, you have the right to appeal to the Office 
of Environmental Information, Records, FOIA, and Privacy Branch (2822T), 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460. The appeal must be in 
writing, and it must be received at this address no later than 30 calendar days from the 
date of this letter. The Agency will not consider appeals received after the 30-day limit. 
The appeal may include as much or as little related information as you wish, as long as it 
clearly identifies the determination being appealed (including the assigned FOIA 
number). For quickest possible handling, the appeal letter and its envelope should be 
marked "Freedom of Information Act Appeal". 

If you have any questions with respect to this reply, please contact Mary Mears, Chief of 
the Public Outreach Branch at 212-637-3675. 



Sincerely, 




Wanda Calderon 
Freedom of Information Specialist 
Public Outreach Branch 



Enclosures 




Internet Address (URL) • http://www.epa.gov 
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Kathy To Raymond Werner/R2/USEPA/US@EPA 

Callahan/R2/USEPA/US cc George p avl0 u/R2/USEPA/US@EPA, Dore 

11/14/2001 08:30 AM LaPosta/R2/USEPA/US@EPA 

bcc 

Subject background for Friday meeting on WTC dab 



Forwarded by Kathy Callahan/R2/USEPA/US on 1 1/14/01 08:24 AM 



s 



Elaine Stanley To: Eileen McGinnis/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, William 

1 1/08/01 n«n? pm Muszynski/R2/USEPA/US@EPA, Margaret 

w w.o^riw Schneider/DC/USEPA/US@EPA,KimNelson/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, 

Kathy Callahan/R2/USEPA/US@EPA 
cc: Linda Huffman/DC/USEPA/US@EPA 
Subject: background for Friday meeting on WTC data 



Attached is a brief summary of the status of the data management work for WTC and some options for the 
discussion on next steps; thanks. 



W TC Data Status U pdate 
WTC Multi-Agen cy Monito rm^ Database 

Database implemented September 28 with standard output reports and data entry 
templates. Database houses data from network of 3 1 data providers including EFA S 
OSHA, NY City and State agencies and several private consultants. 

* Approximately 90% of all data received is in die datable - some limited hard copy files 
await input. Reconciliation of Jocational data between providers has required intense 
effort. 

* All data providers currently going through data cleanup and reconciliation to verify 
accuracy and completeness of their data pending possible posting of their data on EPA 
website (3 providers - Turner Construction - Can Edison and Arnal Environmental - 
request that their data not appear on website and a few otkra are still deliberating.) 

WIC. Wefrsat-e Pres entations 

* WTC updates moved off EPA Homepage to dedicated website - with monitoring data^ 
daily summaries, FAQs, press releases, pictures, factsheets, etc. We currently bave nine 
"analyte-spectfic" presentations of EPA monitoring data on website compile with maps, 
context and data tables: asbestos - pro 2.5 (E>EC data) - pro IG - dsoxins in air - benzene in 
air - drinking water - pebs in air * bulk dust/asbestos and dioxin, 

* Decisions on what analyses to post, development of context and review of data being done 
by inter-agency team including OEI (Debbie/Dave), Region II (Bonnie Bellow/Hay 
Werner/Bob Kelly/Harvey Simon/Dore LaPosta), OAQPS (Fred Dimrnkto'ftebbie 
Stackhouse), OCEMR (Jeffrey Levy/Torn Basile) 

* We expect to wrap up analyte specific presentations for EPA dala next week with 
chromium, VOCs and metals which are currently under discussion. 

* Wort underway on WTC EnviroMapper with integrated maps, data tables and additional 
visualization tools. WTC EM currently being reviewed by EPA and NY State reps - 
public release or* website planned this month 

Current sitats show that the WTC monitoring site has received more then 1 5,000 visitors 
since September 26 when data first posted. Asbestos and PM! data are of most interest . 

* To date 375 comments have been received on "WTC-Ptntagon-Ernergcncy Response 
topics - on issues like technical monitoring guidelines, requests for more/diffejent data; 
marketing soHcitatiom (have I got a product foryoutyEongand short-term health 
impacts; bioterrorism readiness concerns, etc. 



As of U/02 - work has cost $3 5 Ok - covering "fast-track*' design/development/ 
implementation of database, reconciliation of data and development of EPA/DEC website 
presentations, 

Two possible options: 

1) Multi-Provider Database^ A/DEC only Web Postings - $^80k/f) 5 FIE 

Complete population of database with data from all providers, 

- Complete EPA/DBC postings; 

- NO posting of other provider data (requires far less reconciliation); 

- Develop integrated presentations of EPA/DEC datai; 
O&M/database updates through May 2002 f30k/month *™ S 1 SOk of total) 

2) Multi-Provider Database/Multi- Agency Web Postings - $ S 5 Ok/ 1 .0 FTE 

-* Complete population of database with data from all providers 
Complete EPA/DEC postings; 
Integrate other dm where provider willing; 
Develop integrated presentations of all data; 

0&M/databa<ie updates through May 2002 (S50k/month - S300k of total) 



Wllj jam Musiynski Td: CD*, CID b , D£CA\ DE-PP*, f.RF:D\ 01 G*, OPM", OfW. ORC*, 

Sfljit by: Maureen DELS A* 

Mickey ec: Carl Socle rbefg/R2/USE:PA/US@[;PA 1 Jose 

Font/R2/USEPA/US@E.f !) A 
10711/2001 10:09 Subject: Air Quality in \ow?.f Manhattan 
AM 



Many of you have expressed concerns about air quality as a result of the World Trade Cesiter 
disaster. Since September 11, EPA, in addition, to other federal, state and city agencies, has been 
taking samples of She air, dust, water, river sediments and drinking; water and analyzing them for 
the- presence of pollutants that might pose a health risk to response workers at the World Trade 
Center site and the public. Results for asbestos, PM 2.5 (both sampling results and location) and 
water sampling art available currently on BPA's website: www.fcpa.gov, Additional 
informations, such as bulk dust sample results, will he posted in the near future. In general, the; 
website is updated daily far asbestos sad PM 2.5 results; as other sampling results become 
available ihese will be added to the website. Daily summaries of sampling re suite will also be 
posted on the website shortly. Additional analysis of the PM 2,5 is being conducted for the 
Region by the Office of Research and Development. The data analysis has just been started and 
as it is completed it will be madt available. 

In addition to KPA's sampling remits, the BP A web page contains links to asbestos sampling 
results obtained by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration and fact sheets en 
asbestos arid dust prepared by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Data from 
the New York State Ambient Air Mora \ori ng System and the New Jersey DEP Bureau of Air 
Monitoring are also linked to E?A n & web p&ge, 

'Many of you may have read or heard news coverage about air monitoring for asbestos in the 
World Trade Center area conducted by a private toxicology firm. The study asserts that the 
asbestos was pulverized into microscopic particles too small to be detected by EPA tests. Dr, 
Philip L&ndrigan, Director of Environmental and Occupational .Medicine at the? Mount Sinai 
School of Medicine and former children 1 s health advisor to the Administrator at EPA, has said, 
"If people are sensible, the risk is extremely low." 

We have continuously advised workers at the site to wear respiratory protection and have told 
employees of area businesses and local residents to make sure they clean dusty workplaces and 
homes following New York City Department of Health recommendations, 1 recognize that the 
conditions caused by the smoke from the former World Trade Center is clearly less than 
desirable. However, the data that we have and that we are using to advise the public, indicates 
that there is no significant health risk to residents, visitors or workers beyond the immediate 
"World Trade Center area and to Staten Island landfill. 

As we continue to obtain more information, 1 will continue to keep yew advised. 



ISSUES fcir Plafim ng meeting 
2lScp0l 

* DT'O to get estimates on glass/ceme-ritfir-ofi {FEMA DFO liaison) 

- When can we reduce the number of air ntoci Lor i sites (Daive Weight) 
QSfclA acid BP A data on same charlt (John Higgins) 

* J.:) 5 A — nit monifocijia; OSRA— - pcrscmisfrl monitoring {BrMe&/ Shane} 
» Who i.s coShscting afl rtitt data (DtireJDavc Wright) 

* Udspicatws/ciU'LTifiges h-Hsiticss passed to army national guard (ArLcrm Anderson') 

* OS HA e-nforciftmcnt cif FFE whon operations transition to recover {Biucp^harifc) 

* IrJP'A mid OS HA jointly apee (?n it sign and post; Field pei'xoimel will duDcrroinej whtitc- to post; Litsda 
must know whnl thes &i$ti says. ft. A sent wtirding to Bruce 9/20pirs. 

» DftC will handle jump kit issue (DISC Liaison) 

* S tiwtr sere* n i us; o^enit i on* (Dav e Wrigtvl/M i k« Toll ) 

* PKMA wan ting update 

* Rcqucstfcd. by Navy to sample- VSS COMFORT (similar issue as the JJOC) — ERT wilS sample unbuurd 
ship (Dave Wright) 

* Cost tioi:i]mftJitatic)ii/tracki]ig (Rich Misnua/pave Boyd) 

» New York port Authority mid Depi of li^lth fmirnt air contf itioning rrcon system in tart wce.pt for 
bem piping. Leave system as is (Action?) 

* Escort of mrporalu personnel into Financial DiaLrict Buildings. Gut polite la tlo cseoit duties, once 
serened by CC3 crews. (Andy) 

« Clarification of mission inuiiginnesiil numbers. Roll 03 into 31. (FEMADFO Liaison) 

* Unuiina-siimpisng of interior/exterior spacss for asbestos/hazards to not if say concerns txisi [FEM A. 
DFO Liaison) 

■ How are EPA people- being processed in and cmt lot relief? 

* Data management 
e Security issues 




The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)took7 ciust samples for 
asbestos on Thursday, September 13. These samples were anaiy zed by EPA for 
OSHA, All of the samples had asbestos levels above 1 percent -the level that defined 
asbestos-containing material. Theievefs, which ranged from It percenMo3.3 
percent, do not pose a health concern for people Irving outside ground zero and the 
immediate area, 

EPA did anticipate that additional sampling might find evidence of asbestos in dose 
proximity to the destroyed buildings. That is why the Agency has consistently 
recommended that emergency response workers wear appropriate protective gear and 
avoid tracking dust out of the area. 

EPA will be collecting an increased number of dust samples in lower Manhattan and 
testing them for asbestos. We expect results by tomorrow. 

The Agency is recommending thai businesses in the area planning to reopen next week 
take proper precautions including cleaning air conditioning fiiters and using vacuums 
with appropriate filters to coilect dust. Vacuuming will reduce the chance of reentering 
workers tracking dust into the buildings. This work is already underway by city 
agencies. EPA is providing 16 large vacuum trucks to clean the streets in these area s» . 
The cleanup work wii! be conducted over the weekend in anticipation of a Monday 
return to business. 




I * 
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Date 10/03/2001 
Published: 

Title: EPA AND OSHA WEB SITES PROVIDE ENVIRONMENTAL 

MONITORING DATA FROM WORLD TRADE CENTER AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS 



Environmental News 

FOR RELEASE: WEDNESDAY, OCT. 3, 2001 

EPA AND OSHA WEB SITES PROVIDE ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING 
DATA FROM WORLD TRADE CENTER AND SURROUNDING AREAS 

Data Confirms No Significant Public Health Risks; 
Rescue Crews and Nearby Residents Should Take Appropriate Precautions 

CONTACT: 
Bonnie Bellow, EPA Region 2, (212) 637-3660 
Bonnie Piper, EPA Headquarters (202) 564-4355 
Sue Hensley, Department of Labor, (202) 693-4676 
Susan Fleming, OSHA, (212) 337-2326 



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Christie Whitman and U.S. 
Department of Labor Assistant Secretary for Occupational Safety and Health (OSHA) John 
Henshaw announced today that both federal agencies are providing the public with 
extensive additional environmental monitoring data from the World Trade Center site and 
nearby areas in Manhattan, Brooklyn and New Jersey. Both agencies have taken hundreds 
of samples to monitor environmental conditions since September 1 1, and have found no 
evidence of any significant public health hazard to residents, visitors or workers beyond 
the immediate World Trade Center area. 
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In response to public requests for more detailed information, EPA and OSHA are making 
the results of environmental and occupational sampling available on their sites on the 
World Wide Web (www.epa.gov and www.osha.gov), and wiU post additional data as it- 
becomes available. 

EPA and OSHA, working closely with other federal, state, and local agencies, have been 
sampling the air, dust, water, river sediments and drinking water and analyzing them for 
the presence of pollutants such as asbestos,, radiation, mercury and other metais, pesticides, 
PCBs, or bacteria that might create health hazards. They have found no evidence of any 
significant public- health hazard to residents or visitors to the New York metropolitan area. 

"EFA's web site now has more detailed information on environmental monitoring 
information in New York City that should, be very reassuring to residents, tourists and 
workers, and we will continue to update that site with information as it becomes available, 11 
said EPA Administrator Whitman. "Our data show that contaminant levels are low or 
non-existent, and are generally confined to the Trade Center site. There is no need for 
concern among the general public, but residents and business owners should follow 
recommended procedures for cleaning up homes and businesses if dust has entered." 

OSHA Ad.ministrat.or John I-Ienshaw confirmed that workers on the site should take 
appropriate steps to protect themselves, but there is no threat to public health. "We have 
more than 200 staffers involved in a round -the -clock effort, continually monitoring 
conditions to ensure the safety and health of workers/ 1 Administrator Henskw said. If lt is 
important for workers involved in the recovery and clean -up to wear protective equipment 
as potential hazards and conditions are constantly changing at the site.; however, our 
samples indicate there is no evidence of significant, levels of airborne asbestos or other 
contaminants beyond trie disaster site itself.' 1 

On the whole, despite questions about potential contaminants from the Trade Center site, 
BP A and OSHA data indicate there is no cause for general public concern. Residents and 
workers returning to buildings where dust from the Trade Center has entered the building 
should follow proper procedures in cleaning buildings, but the general public should feel 
very reassured about the extensive environmental monitoring data that has been collected 
and analyzed. Rescue and recovery crews working on the Trade Center site should take 
steps to protect themselves from potential exposure to contaminants by using respirators 
and washing stations as recommended by BP A and OSHA, 

In total, EPA and OSHA have taken 835 ambient air samples in the New York City 
metropolitan area, EPA is currently collecting data from 16 feed air monitors at ground 
zero and in the residential and business districts around the site, and both EPA and OSHA. 
are using portable sampling equipment to collect data from a range of locations throughout 
the area. 

Out of a total of 442 air samples EPA has taken at ground zero and in the immediate area, 
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only 27 had levels of asbestos above the standard EPA uses to determine if children can 
re-enter a school after asbestos has been -removed - a stringent standard based upon 
assumptions of long-term exposure. OSI-i/V has analyzed 67 air samples from the same 
area, and all were below the OS HA workplace standard for asbestos. 

All 54 air samples from EPAs four monitors in New Jersey found no levels above- BPA's 
standard. Another 162 samples were taken, from BPA's monitors at the Fresh Kill & Landfill 
in Staten Island, where debris from the World. Trade Center ia being taken; only two 
exceeded EPAs standard. 

Ofl 77 bulk dust and debris samples collected by EPA. and OSHA and analyzed for 
asbestos, 48 had levels over 1 percent, the level EPA and OSHA use to define 
asbestos -containing material. A! though early samples from water runoff into the Hudson 
and East Rivers showed some elevated levels of poly chlorinated bi phenyls (PCBs) ? dioxin, 
asbestos and metals, recent results find no n -detectable levels of asbestos, and PCBs and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PA.Hs) and metals below the level of concern. 

EPA and OSHA have also conducted sampling for the presence of metals (lead, iron oxide, 
isinc oxide, copper and beryllium) at ground zero and in surrounding areas. None of the 
levels of these metals have exceeded OSHA limits. 

Although EPA has measured dioxin levels in and around the World Trade Center site that 
were at or above EPA's level for taking action, the risk from dioxin is based on long-term 
exposure. EPA and OSHA expect levels to dimmish as soon as the remaining fires on the 
site are extinguished. 

Of the 36 samples of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) taken around ground zero to 
assist response workers in determining th.e appropriate level of respiratory protection, 
several samples have been above the OSEI A standard for workers, IS! one presented an 
immediate risk to workers, and the levels are expected to decline when the fires arc out. 

Fact sheets with more specific m formation for various parts of the New York City 
metropolitan area 
are attached. 

Resources for i nformation on t he Wo rl d Wide W eb: 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: www.epa.gov 

U.S. Dcpartm ent of Labor's ccup a ti on al S a fe ty a nd H eal th Admi n i s tr ati on : 

www.osha.gov 

New York City Department of Health: wwwxiaiyc.nyAis/html/dohyhtrnl/ii!ei1s/9l 1 .html 
U.S. Department of Health and Human. Services: 
w w w .hh s . go v /h ott opi cs/h eal in g/fa ct s . hto^l. 

New York State Emergency Manage merit Office: www.state.ny.us/septl h\vtcframe.html 
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EPA-p SHA FAC T SHEET: Environ me iit allnfurmation fro m Cjroi mdZgro at the 
World To tie Ce nter Site 

Much of the monitoring data collected to date on and around the World Me Center site 
indieat.es relatively low levels of asbestos and other potential contaminants. Nevertheless, 
workers should take precautions to protect themselves from any potential exposure. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Department of Labor's 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSH.A) are making every effort to protect 
the health of workers at the World Trade Center site. EPA and OSH.A are providing 
real-time analysis in the immediate -vicinity of the; debris pile at ground zero, checking for 
compounds such as benzene, sulphur dioxide and carbon monoxide that m associated 
with fires. This information helps response workers on the scene determine what level of 
respiratory protection is appropriate to use. EPA is also collecting data from 16 fixed air 
monitors in and around ground zero, which provide critical information about levels of 
asbestos at the site. 

Crews working on the nibble pile at the World Trade Center site should wear respirators, 
which have been provided by EPA, OSHA. and other government agencies, and take 
appropriate precautions to protect against potential environmental hazards. OSHA is 
fit- checking respirators lor workers invol ved in the rescue and recovery. 

To reduce worker exposure to the dust, EI* A has set up washing; stations for response 
workers at. ground zero. These stations provide shelter, shade and a place for workers to 
wash off and change into clean clothing before going home. Vehicles and heavy equipment 
departing the zone are being washed down prior to departure as well. Signs informing 
rescuers of the need to wear protective gear are posted throughout, the washing areas. 

Asbe stos Moni(orjng Data. - A. mb ient A ir .S.am pl^Si 

OSHA has analyzed 67 air samples in the area where crews are actively working on the 
World Trade Center Site, None of these samples exceeded OSHA's permissible exposure 
limit of 0.1 f/cc as an 8-hour time-weighted average, 

EPA has collected and analyzed a total of 442 air samples for asbestos from its 16 fixed air 
monitoring stations, which are located in the area surrounding the World Trade Center site. 
Only 27 were above 70 structures per millimeter squared, me A.HERA standard, which is 
based upon assumptions ofiong-term exposure. ("AHBRA" is the Asbestos Hazard 
Emergency Response Act, which is used to determine whether children may re-enter a 



school bui J ding after an asbestos removal or abatement.) 
A.shesf.as Monitoring Da ta - Bulk Dun ancL.DebliS^CWink^i 

EPA and OS HA have also sampled dust at the site and in the surrounding area for asbestos. 
Of '177 bulk samples collected by EPA and. OS.HA, 48 contained more than oik percent 
asbestos, the level BP A and OS HA use to define asbestos-containing material. The 
existence of dust that contains more than one percent of asbestos does not in itself 
constitute a significant health hazard - ambient air samples are more accurate measures of 
actual exposure potential, and asbestos is primarily considered hazardous after long-term 
exposure - but dust samples do provide important information about potential exposure. 
Asbestos was used as a ft re- proofing material in a portion of one of the World Trade 
Center towers, 

£)iox_m:_ 

EPA took samples at four stations on Sept. 16 and analyzed them for dioxin. Levels were 
at or just above EPA's standard for action based upon an assumption of a continuous 
30-year exposure. EPA is monitoring closely, but sees no cause for concern by workers or 
the public based upon short-term exposure to these levels. EPA and O SUA recommend 
that workers at the site use respirators they have been provided, which will protect them 
from exposure to dioxins. 

Metals: 

OS MA has taken 53 samples of metals such as lead, iron oxide, zinc oxide, copper and 
beryllium. None of the levels found for these metals have exceeded OSHA limits. 

Eahtile Orgftnfc Compounds (VOCs): 

EPA and OSHA have closely monitored levels of VOCs in the plume of smoke coming 
from the site, mainly to assist response workers in determining the appropriate level of 
respiratory protection. Four samples exceeded the OSHA standard of 0.5 parts per million 
(ppm) for an eight- hour day, hut. did not approach a level of immediate concern to workers. 
The sample taken Sept. 22 had a level of 3 .2 ppm. One sample taken on 
Sept. 26 had a level of 1 1 ppm, which fell to 2.6 ppm on Sept. 29. The sample taken Sept. 
30 found 5. 3 ppm, EPA and OSHA are continuing to monitor these ©missions closely, but 
expect them to decrease significantly as tlvie remaining fires under the debris pile are 
extinguished, 

Ca rb on Man oxide : 

OSHA has taken nine personal samples of carbon monoxide for workers on the debris pile; 
results range from 1 ppm to 15 ppm - well, below the OSHA standard (50 ppm pemrissible 
exposure limit). As a precaution, FEMA. is bringing in a medical team to handle any 
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potential health complaints from workers on the site, 

OS HA has collected more than 40 samples from the disaster site and analyzed them for 
crystalline silica. The overwhelming majority have shown no detectable levels of silica. 
The highest result was less than half the OS. HA limit. 

Freon; 

Freon, which is commonly used as a coolant in refrigerators aund air conditioners, was 
stored in the basement of the World Trade Center, The freon containers have been located 
and are reported to be intact The freon will be recycled after it is removed, 

EPA-QSJi A FACT SHfljSTflX : . Knviforimeiital Info rmation ffy m Turner Manhattan for 
BfiSMlents, Area Emp l oyees and Lq cal Business Owners 

Air and dust samples collected in lower Manhattan, Brooklyn and New Jersey show that 
the public is not being exposed to concentrations of asbestos above EPA orOSHA. levels 
of concern. Shortly after the World Trade Center collapse, BP As emergency response team 
and OSHA staff were on the scene taking air and dust samples and analyzing them for 
asbestos, lead and volatile organic compounds. 

Four air samples, collected on Sept, 1 1 in 'Brooklyn, where the prevailing winds were 
blowing, were analyzed for volatile organic compounds (VQCs). Also, five air samples 
were collected on Sept. 1 1 in Brooklyn and were analyzed for lead and asbestos. None of 
the samples had detectable levels of lead. Asbestos was not detected in two samples, and 
the other two had levels of asbestos well, below the EPA (A.HERA) standard used to 
determine if children can re-enter a school after asbestos has been removed or abated. Two 
samples had no detectable levels of VOCs* and two had very low levels of a VOC 
compound. 

EPA also obtained four air samples from Liberty State Park in New Jersey, across the 
Hudson River from the World Trade Center. Neither asbes tenor lead were detected in any 
of the samples. Two of the samples contained some toluene, which probably originated 
from automobile exhaust or gasoline generators being used near the sample collection 
locations. 

As of Sept. 30, EPA has collected and analysed 442 at r samples for asbestos from its 16 
fixed air monitoring stations. Only 27 were above 70 structures per millimeter squared, the 
AHBRA standard. 

In addition, EPA has taken 128 samples of dust and analyze! them for asbestos. 
Thirty- four have Is ad levels of asbestos above the 1 percent used to define 
asbestos-containing material. Four samples of dust taken in (h& immediate vicinity of the 
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debris pile; on Sept. 1 1 found lead concentrations well below EPA 1 s lead action level. Only 
one of the four samples had an asbestos level over the I percent. 

In addition, OSHA took nearly 200 bulk dust and air samples to test for asbestos in. the 
Financial District and a 90-b'lock area immediately surrounding the "World Trade Center 
from Sept. 13 to Sept. 24. Results showed levels consistent with safe and acceptable 
standards, ranging from O.0G13 f/cc to 0,086 f/cc, 

EPA has used its 10 HEP A filter SUPER VAC vacuum trucks to clean streets, sidewalks 
and parks in residential and commercial areas around the World Trade Center site, where 
heavy dust or the presence of asbestos was found, Hie high-powered vacuum trucks have 
been used to clean streets in the Financial "District, aw well as sidewalks, the Battery Park 
City promenade, area parks, playgrounds, and even children's sand boxes. Dust and other 
materials vacuumed are being kept in air-tight containers and disposed of properly. 
Vacuum trucks will be available to address other areas, as needed. 

!'n examining th.e data provided by EPA and OSRA, the public should be careful to 
distinguish between data that measures asbestos concentrations in the air and in data, from 
dust samples taken from the ground or other surfaces. Ambient air samples are more 
accurate indicators of the potential exposure of the public to potential contaminants. Levels 
of asbestos in the dust and debris vary. Th.e agencies have found some levels above the one 
percent standard that indicates thai the material contains asbestos, but ambient air sampling 
has not generally revealed concentrations of asbestos at levels that pose significant threats 
to public health. 

EPA has been evaluating samples of air against an extremely stringent standard, the 
AH ERA standard (70 structures per mi J ti meter squared; established by the Asbestos 
Hazard Emergency Response Act), Levels of Asbestos above the A HER A standard do not 
imply that there is an immediate health threat to the public Asbestos exposure becomes a 
health concern when high concentrations of asbestos fibers are inhaled over a long period. 

Metals: EPA collected air samples at 24 Locations in the residential and business districts 
near the World Trade Center on September 1 6, 23, and 27 and analyzed liiem for metals. 
No samples violated OSHA standards. 

Wor kers in the F in ancial Dist rict: 

BP A. and OSHA made extensive efforts to ensure the safety of workers in the Financial 
District as they returned to work on Sept- 17. EPA and the U.S. Coast Guard helped 
corporate personnel from 42 firms enter financial district buildings to retrieve important 
information and check computer systems that were needed iti order to open the markets on 
Sept. 17. Buildings were examined for contaminants and to ensure adequate oxygen prior 
to entry. EPA also deployed its SUPERV'AC trucks to the Financial District to clean the 
streets and sidewalks before employees returned to work. 
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OSHA took approximately 126 air and bulk samples in the Financial District from Sept.. \ 3 
to Sept. 21. Results showed levels well below OSHA standards. There fore, OSHA ceased 
sampling in the Financial District on Sept. 21. 

Residents fmd .Wnrk^Jtrturnins to Homes a mi Offices in.L$wer Manhattan 

The vast majority of EPA and OSHA samples of Mr and Just analyzed for asbestos have 
been at levels that pose no significant risk to residents and workers returning to their 
homes or area businesses. However, people returning to buildings in the area may find 
some level of dust and debris. If ckist or debris from the WotM Trade Center Kite has 
entered homes or offices, people should be sure to clean thoroughly and avoid inhaling 
dust, while doing so- The New York City Department of Public Health has posted 
information and recommendations for people re-entering buildings at; 
www . ci .ny c .ny . u s/htin l/d oh A) imV al erts/wtc 3 . h tml . 

EPA^.O.SHA .. FACT SHEET: Other Emir omenta! Iss ues Related to th.e. Attack on the 
World Trade Center 

EPA and the New York City Department of Environmental Protection sampled drinking 
water from 13 water mains in lower Manhattan on Sept, 15. Typically, sampling is done at 
the water main distribution points and not at the tap. Asbestos was not detected in any of 
the samples, nor was any bacterial contamination. PCBs and pesticides levels were below 
detectable levels, and metals (including mercury) and radioactivity (both alpha and beta) 
did not exceed EPA. drinking water standards. 



EPA has collected water samples from the Hudson and East rivers where storm sewers and 
surface runoff is discharged following days of heavy ram to determine if any potential 
contaminants -from the site are entering area waters. Initial runoff samples showed some 
elevated levels of PCBs, di ox in , asbestos and metals. Levels of poly cyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) were at levels normally found in city combined sewage flows. 
Follow-up samples found noiv detectable levels of asbestos, PCBs and PAHs and metals 
below the level of concern, 

EPA has also collected water samples from the 1 3th Street Pump Station, which transfers 
wastewater from lower Manhattan to the Newtown Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant in 
Brooklyn. As a precaution, the Newtown Creek plant is segregating the sewage flows from 
lower Manhattan and will not use the sludge from these Hows for beneficial use. Analysis 
of samples taken for dioxin showed no elevated levels. 

Fresh Kills La ml fill: 



file:///C|/WINDOWSffEMP/EP A_DATA_Press_Rel.htm 

EPA has been monitoring and analyzing dust levels at the Fresh Kills Landfill on Staten 
Island, where debris from the World Trade Center site is being taken for storage and 
analysis by the FBI. EPA has taken 162 air samples at the landfill, withonlytwo exceeding 
the AHERA standard. EPA has found no cause for alarm, but is advisingM crews at the 
landfill to wear respirators and to suppress the dust with water when dust levels rise EPA 
is now operating and has upgraded washing stations for workers and trucks at the site, 
which were previously managed by the National Guard. Recent data indicates dust levels 
on the site are decreasing. 

Small Business Assistance: 

EPA Compliance Assistance staff are working with the Small Business Administration to 
provide information to impacted small businesses regarding assistance loans and cleanup 
options. Business owners can contact SBA disaster assistance at 1-800-659-2955. 
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Interagency Environmental Assessment Workgroup 
Contact Ust — W25/2001 



\ Name 




E-Mail 


Fax 


Telephone 




— 


HHS 






*Iiob Williams 


ATSDR 


RCWilliams@cdc.gov 


404-49 8 -00 7 3 


40M98-OO07 


Sven Rtxienbeck 


ATSDR 


SRodtnbec k @c df , go v 


454.49 -00 71 


494-408-0439 


Artie Block 


ATSDR/R2 


BlockArthur@epa.gov 


132-321-4365 


732-906-6931 
404-545-O4 31 Cell 


Tom Stukas 


ATBDR/R2 


S tukas.Toin cp a,.go v 


732-32 1-4365 


732-9>Q6-6S>3 1 
8*8-223- 64 Pago 


j Dr. Henry Talk 


ATSDR 


Hi'£i]k@cdc .gov 


404,49g-OO83 


404-4JS-OO04 


Peter MeCuwiskey 


ATSDR 




404-49&-OO83 


404498-QO04 


Tom Sinks 


CDCYNCEH 


TSi!ik'£@c c , go v 


770-488.7015 


770-488-7012 


Kent Gray 


ClXVNCEH 








Ken Walling ford 


NIOS.H 


KWaIIingford@cdo.gov 


5.IJ-4S8-7147 


513441-4327 


Rosemary Sokas 


NIOSH/DC 


R3okas@e-dc,gov 


202- 260-4464 


202-205 - 8 3 5 6 


1 ■" 




e:pa 






* Urry Reed 


HQ 


Reed, I^rry @epamai Upa , go v 


7U3-603-9146 




703^3-8960 | 


Pcttr Grcvati 


HQ 


(jrevatt,Pe ter@epa.gov 


202-40 1-1496 


2G2-260-3 1 00 


Dore LaPosta 


HP A R2 


LaPosta .do r c@cpa .go v 


732-321-6616 


732-321 -66 S6 ; 


Kathy Callahan 


EFAR2 


Callahan . fC athy@epa,gOv 


312-637-3772 


212-637-5 OO0 


Harvey Simon 


EPAR2 


Si jticiii,Hai"v ey@epa,gov 






Mary McCaffcry 


EPA R2 


McCaffcry *Mttrv.@epa,£Ov 




202-564-2704 


Joe Lafbmara 


EPAR2 


kfoniaraj O5Cph®ep&.g0V 


732- 321-6724 


732-321-6740 


David Moblcy 


KTP 


Mob! ey 1> si vi d@epa*nail . cpa . gov 


919*541-2357 


919-541-4 6 7 6 
519-302-6 1 87 Cell 


Freri Dimmkk 


RTP 


Dimniick- Fred@.epa.eov 


919-541-3613 


919-541-5537 


]>irtfre Murphy 


RTP 


murphy , d irdre@?ipa,gov 


919-541-0237 


919-541 -072? 


: Doug Ml 


RPT 


kl5,doug@epn . gov 


— 





Interagency Environmental Assessment Workgroup 
Contact IJst— 9/25/2001 



Name 

1 " ^-UT.Tin.™ II--.'. .-L-.ll 1 


Agency 


E-Mail 


i Fax 


Telephone 


Dave CiujntiLip 


Rl'T 


fiuinnup-dave^epa.^nv 




Lee Ann Byrd 


RPT 


byrd . 1 ee@ (jpa , go v 


| 919-543-3367 


Jim Crovv'dtf 


kpt 


crwdiu.jim@epa.gov | j 


Susan Zapata 


RPT 


Zapata, sub a n(«lepa.|iov 




DOL 


* David Ippolilo 


OSHA 




112-337-337 1 


212-337-2378 


Dan Crane 


OSHA 


dan@osh& - s lc , go v 


W1-524--6G60 


801-524-7961 
$1-524-7900 "O" ■ 
.(aije 


Maureen Cox 


DOL 


inautee-n . o o x@t>sba . gov 


5)8-457-5545 


518457-1 2 63 


Norm Labbc 


DOL 


numt ,1 abb e@osha . go v 
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New York State 






Jessica LcigMon 


DOH 


mperrin@Liea i tit . nyc .gov 


.ija.iii.imimij 

212-26S-7047 


91^807-8298 


Nancy Kim 


DOH 


nkkO l@beaUh.5tatc.ny .us 


S1B-402-7509 


518-402-7511 


Andy Orison 


DOH 


jjacO [ @h e a 1th , state . ny . us 


S18-402-7509 


518-402-7501 


Matt 'Oarcangdo 


DOH 


ftij darcan. @,gw .dec . state . ny . us 







*Trt Chairs 
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To: Eileen McGinnis/DC/USEPA/USiSEPA, Claudia 
M C M u r r ay / DC/ USE P A / U $@EP A, W i 1 1 i a m 
M u s zy n 5 k i / R£/U5£ F* A / U EPA 

te: 

Subject: Data Mgmi Issue 
Eileen, Claudia, BiSI, and Tina - 

Mike Shapiro is chairing a conference call at 4 EST to expedite the data cot lectio n I understand 
that ail parties want to make sure the data are properly arrayed, QC'd, communicated, etc. so thai 
the public doesn't start comparing appiss and oranges and create unnecessary concern, 
However, I understand that we need to start getting IMMEDIATE', (formation out in the short term 
and thus will press to get a web page up torpor row so that people csn find out in very ^ple 
terms what the data show in their neighborhoods (even if only the most recent data) We will keep 
you posted; QEl is handling the actual rngmt tasks and we'll do what m can on our end. 

Stay tuned ... 
Marianne 

Marianrie Lam ant Morinko 
Program Advisor 

Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Mart Code blOl 

1200 Ariel Rios Bui Ids ny 

Washington, DC 20460 

(202) 260-4610 

(202) 260-3527 



Marianne Norm to 

09/25/01 Q3;33 PM 



UNITED STATES ENVSRONMEMTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

290 BROADWAY 

newyopk.nv looo^s&e 



September 27, 2001 

TO; Amy Rutkin, Linda Rosenthal* Rob Gottheim 
Office of the Honorable Jerrold Nader 
Via Fax -2 12-367-7356 

FROM: Peter Brandt, EPA 



Amy, Linda Sl Rob, 

Please see the attached memo which has our new temporary New York 
City number - 212-742-2430 or a new cell number, 516-287-6035. If 
you use our 91 7-488-9046 cell number, please don't leave a message as 
we haven't been able to retrieve any messages. You can also continue 
to try to reach us through our Edison office at 732-321-6658. 

I know Berry spoke with Linda Thursday with an update of our 
activities. We are now placing information on our national website - 
www_.e„pa4jox including tbe locations of our air monitors. These 
locations are subject to change as the Ground Zero operations proceed* 

All the best. 




Internet Addrens (URL) p ftHp:s/vtfww,#nfl..gnu 
AtCycledfflsorctBblf ■ l»ririt*<t ir*- if, a *4$Wa GitSap^ !nh s, on fttcyeJtHf Paper (Mirtmwm 90% l»o*lwmntirier eontunt} 




UNiTED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
NE W YORK, 1 O0Q7-1 $GS 



Via Fax 



26 September 2001 



TO: 



Congressional Offices from 



New Jersey, New York, Puerto Ric^o, US. Virgin btauk 



FROM: Administrative A^istant/Enviroruxtenta) Legislative Assistant - Washington 
District Director 

We are pleased to report that the EPA regional office in Wer ManhaHan has reopened. 

From the moment following the attack on the World Trade Center complex, FP.A, operating from 
our Emergency Response Center in Edison, New Jersey, was present and continues to respond to 
this emergency. 

As always, we arc here to be helpruf to you and your offices „ 

As you may know, there ate difficulties with t&lephone service in the area surrounding our 
building therefore we are experiencing limited telephone capability ai this time. Until our 
communications arc fully operational, we may be Teached at 212-742-2430. if you experience 
difficulty wiih that number, please contact EPA/s Office of Congressional & IniergovcmmenUl 
Relations at 202-564-5200, who will contact us on your behalf. 

Thank: you for your patience and wu look forward to working closely with you in the future. 



Sincerely, 




PeturB. Brandt 
Chief for fatcr&ovqmmental 
Affairs 



Patricia Caxr 
Congressional Liaison 



State & Local Government 
Contact 




H*cvt!n(fli*cyeb*4)lt"^HfHff(l whit Ytgthble OH &*Md Inks onftacy^lea f**|W (Mnlnw StWl Pt^Hjemuffif-f eerHtfil} 



Lisa Harrison 



To: Ronnie PIper/DC/USKFA/USfj^PA, martifah.joe@apa.ggv, Bonnie 
BbISo w/ R2/U S£ p A/L JS@£PA 



03/13/2003 01:45 PM 



cc: 

Subjact: tisa's &dlts to WTC quafe^ 



here are some edits to your draft ™ 



The events of 9-1 1 were a terrible tragedy- one for which no one in America or the world was 
prepared, Co mmuni eating complex infc-muition to a frightened public was not easy, hit the 
ftF A readily astd willingly joined withFEM A. and other agencies to unsure that the damage to 
public health and safety was minimised The Agency reported its first lest remits because we are 
committed to the public's right to know about risk to public health -- even though ihere was no 
precedent to reporting scientific data of this magnitude. Our response was based conscience, yet 
wit used common sense and compassion. We will continue; to respond to any emergencies;, as we 
have done in our assistance with ckztnup of the space shuttle Columbia, with commitment, 
compulsion and concentration. 



Here's a crack at a response, 

EPA is reviewing the 'IG'a draft report on the; Agency's response to the World Trade Center 
Towers collapse. The events of 9-U are a terrible tragedy. Communicating compile* 
information to a frightemed public was tiot easy. The Agency was ucit premature to report its first 
test results though there was no precedent, to iiqpoitiaig scientific data of this magnitude. EPA 
remains committed to the public's right to know about risk to public health. Xif ow the Agency 
communicates risk is just as important as th.e decisions using science to manage risk. (Bonnie 
Bellow used a quote: " It involves looking at science and the public need, and need include' s 
people's concerns 11 (i.e. were were compassionate not just scientists). 

my take on this draft 10 is that people were scared because wo were certain things were ok, 
and we didn't acknowledge their fears, and. we just stuck with the facts of the chemicals we 
studied, we didn't state there was uncertainty, people also fear there are other contaminants - 
chemicals and particulates - that azq out there arid have no f ovulatory standards.., 



Bonnie Piper 



Bonnie Piper 

03/12/03 07:4 1 PM 



cc: 

Sybject: draft statement about the IG's (draft) report about EPA's rasp rise tci tho 
WTC collapse. 



To: Lisa Karrlson/LlC/USEPA/US@£PA 



Joe wants something for torn omw rooming., pis edit where you think accessary. R2 will want to 
reviefW this statement as well. 



see you tomorrow, 
bp 



Chris Dunlap To: William Muszynski/R2/USEPA/US@EPA 

. cc: Jim HatfieW/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA 

^ 01/17/2003 10:37 AM Subject: Question From The OIG Team On The WTC Assignment 

I am part of the OIG team that visited you and your staff several months ago concerning our assignment 
to review EPA's response to the collapse of the World Trade towers. We have learned that EPA's Indoor 
Environments Division prepared a draft website around September 14, 2001, that would have provided the 
public with information about asbestos. This site was never activated. Several officials in the Office of Air 
and Radiation indicated you might have the most knowledge about why the site was not activated. Could 
you please address this question or refer it to someone on your staff who could address it? Please let me 
know if you need more information or have any questions. I can be reached by phone at 919-541-1029. 
Thank you for your assistance. 

Best regards, 

Chris Dunlap 



-^slL -lf<=5^^S? fVNC\£,fc- weM^WAt)^ , C?^-~^.r-^c„ 
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Bonnie Bellow To: William Uuszynski, Kathy Callahan, 

O2/10/2OO3 05:39 PM ^ 

Subject: Onnvnrsatton with Chris DunJop of OiG 

I called Duriiop to clarify thai you (Bill) have a recollection that we did fook at some Web material on 
ashestos possibly forwarded fay John Sato, ! ad dot! that Kathy and I also remember srarig some 
mates'fal, although none of us can say for certain st was tha Web site material pro-pared by the Indoor 
Environments Division thaS ifc under discuss ion. He says the Web ssie topics included these categories : 
Basic Information on Ashestos, Health Effects of Smoke and Dust, ancf instructions for Cleaning up 
Residences and Buildings, i told him that we remember, without too much detail, that the material was 
inappropriate to the conditions reiated to the Worfd Trade Canter disaster at that time. Here's the gist of 
what he plans to include in his note* (it may or may not wind up in the actual report): 

The group in Washington "presented tha draft Web site to Region 2 officials." They stated thai there was 
an overwhelming amount of activity going on fist the time (September 15} and the the Web site might have 
gotten "lost in the fray," He goes on to say that "Region 2 officials do not recall why the site was not 
activated, but no on*? remembers discouraging its activation. Stated this way, it leaves the reader with the 
impression that we were too busy to get basic public information up on our Web ssle. If this- is the same 
material we looked at, this statement is not exactly accurate. 

He was baffled about how we could find the materia? inappropriate - assuming we are talking about the 
same material - when it provided basic ififorrnaiion. I explained that without a context, even basic 
information can be misleading and at that stage of the response, we wore still evaluating the situation, 
working closely with othef agencies, including those with direct expertise in health. I added that we were 
netting information about the hazards of asbestos to reporters and other agencies. \ also reminded him 
that lower Manhattan was evacuated and at that paint, so the Web was not the best way to reach 
members of the public. I added that information covore-d by the categories in the HQ Web site did 
eventually fjo up on our Web site and me Internet sites of other agencies. 

He is willing to amend his notes, if we would like to add something or change the way ho has 
characterized the sanation, Any thoughts on this? 




Bonni-D BbKIqw To: VVilliam Muszynski, Kathy Callahan, 

03/07/2003 05:53 PM ^ 

Subject: OIG Inquiry on the WTC Web site 

t have resolved all the outstanding issues with uift OIG excopt the language they plan to use to describe 
our reaction to the fndoor Environments Division Web site. S promised Chris Dunlop that I would small 
him preferred language. We just need to counter the belief, as now reported in Dunlop' s notes, that we 
cannot recaSS why the W«u site was riot activated, nor do we remember discouraging its activation. It is 
simply not correct. Dunlop explained that this might not be inducted in the report, but h-e rioes want his 
notes to be accurate. Here's what I would iike to say (reflecting my discussion with you both); 

Early in our response to the WTC disaster, wo recall receiving some text proposed for posting on the 
ag.ency's Web page. We quickly scanned thfj material and four«] that it was not usteMciendly in that it was 
not directly related to the situation facing most people in lowor Manhattan at that tir?w. Wo did not think it 
would be helpful, and did not have the time to work on a major revision. Bill Muszynski relayed our 
concerns to John S«titx st HQ We do not re-call any furrier discussion of the issue. 

Let ttm know and: I wilS get this or something to him on Monday. 



4t^[- ^.e re e>- 



USSk* OJG FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 
Date: 

From: Cft&$ iii £uA/£Af i 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Office Of Inspector General 
Southern Audit Division 
Research Triangie Park Branch Office 

Fax Phone: (919) S41-2S04 

To: xj^^y S^<:. 




Jtrfj; , t^r^ u^/dyf^ d^^j ^ l sfr*p £F' f&ZHftf* ^ 

Total Number Of Pages (including this one) ^ 

If you have not received the number of pages specified, 
please call (919) 541-2204, Thank you. 
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y.S. EnvirQnmtnlat Protection Agency 



EPA Response to September 11 
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EP*-.H_am^ » Response to B-11 



Administrate* Whitman ar^ti NYC Mayor Guitar.) 
Opan Winterized indoor Wash Station f or WT.C 
Workers 



New York City Area 

Data Summaries 





pile of the Worie Trade 
Cent&r during thewi?wjr 
months — including 
moy&^as of city, state 
and federal employees, 
volunteers 9ao 
contractors ' — will use 
thffl siate-of-ihie art 

facility until the spring. The new 31 ,000 sqi 
fool indoor wash station features boot and 
wash 3?eas, HEP A vacuums fur dusty ciott 
JO shower stalls, men's and women's lackt 
areas, Sah-aiiem Army hot and cold food 
stations, and American Reri Cross disaster 
mental health counseling. Up to 6,000 work 
the facility every day. 

I ^nviroMapper Tool 



Monitoring data frarr. the Wo?y Trade CeTrter 
have been available- on this site for several 
w&efcs - showing maps and measurement 
results by indMdua^ substance. We have now 
acsced 4 new intefactive tool - Enviro Mapper tor 
NYC Response - which allows yau to map the 
monitoring sites and resuits for many 
substances at once. 

in particular, you G&K. 

' sejfsct your own location sr>d see where 
monitofin^ activites are being conducted 

» review messyrEmenis for many 
subssances {e.g., asbestos peps, 
benzene, parbculale montoringj 

■ set aerla! p-hotorjraphs of the area 

• searth by Socation for all information 
about that aide (e.g., Stuyvesant High 
School) 

• follow routes used Jay trutks and bar^s 
to haul away debris and materials; 



interactive- Mapping interface 
NYC BwiroMapper 



Date Tables 



Asbestos .iiW^ir 
Particulate Mih&r 2.5 
(fin g particles) 
"Pi'hicuiate Matter ID 
'^lri¥"& coarse p article s'> 
Mbistos.i n gijiK Djjst 
DilnKincj Watsr 

Lead in Air 
fe&n^enej^Ajr^ 
""^frr, in Air 



New York gta^ DEC 
Naw Jersgy P EP 
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While EnviroMapper provides a more 
comprehensive way to view data, -we will also 
continue to provide the individual daia tabids as 
before. 

Information About Re-entering EuikJings 

EPA has found me preserve of 
asbestos-containing malarial in some of the 
dust sarnptas tek&fi fr&Tft the Warld Trade 
Cents? debris, if you find that you? apartment or 
workplace contains more than a minimal 
amount of flusr. : the space should be cleaned by 
b professional asbestos contractor before you 
FS-gccjgpy . A lis t of c&rtified contractors; 
;?;:n\! ? .-u,fttr?.| j n ^ e y or ^ ^ ^ e 

found Oft the N|*w York City Dflpaflmfctlt Of 
Environmental Protection WbJj site. 

if you find a minimal amount of dust on 
^turning to your hcwe or workplace, io&tw me 
New VqTk C>ty Depsamtw of Health 
'|' % n ', J 'f '*;■•'' ^'l recoTimendations for psopie 
re-occupying buildings These procedures 
should also &e followed ir ^occupied 
residences or offices become dusty dua to 
ongoing work at the World Trade Center, 



General Information 
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C Bnte? ana Pen ta aofi T rg.og.Cji s 
As oesios Health Information 
F s pt ( . about srfiokc? aftd dust jp articulate Tiaite") 
R&l'a te : d : E P A P res? R sgs 

Informatiori ftom th* N*jw Yori? City Department of Health 
Aii Qualicy information 



r0^^^^;,^* Pictures from, me World Trade Center Resoonse 
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Foot Facility Provides Worker and Equipment Washdowns, Food, Break Area 

At Event Today, Administrator Whitman 
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For Immediate Release: Tuesday, December 11, 2001 

(#01144) New York, N.Y. - Earlier today, EPA Administrator Christie Whitman and 
New York City Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani unveiled EPA's new indoor wash station 
at ground zero. Workers doing removal and recovery work at the debris pile of the 
World Trade Center during the winter months - including thousands of city, state 
and federal employees, volunteers and contractors - will use this state-of-the art 
facility until the spring. The new 31 ,000 square foot indoor wash station features 
boot and mask wash areas, HEPA vacuums for dusty clothing, 30 shower stalls, 
men's and women's locker areas, Salvation Army hot and cold food stations, and 
American Red Cross disaster mental health counseling. Up to 6,000 workers use 
the facility every day. 

Also attending the event today were: Jane Kenny, the new Regional Administrator 
of EPA Region 2 based in New York; Timothy S. Carey, President and CEO of the 
Battery Park City Authority; World Trade Center Incident Commander for the 
Salvation Army Major George Polarek; and Larry Koslick, Disaster Relief Operation 
Director for the Red Cross. 

"EPA's new wash station will help ensure the safety of ground zero workers and the 
safety of the neighborhood by making sure everyone who works at this site can 
clean off the dust and other materials they've accumulated on their clothing and 
equipment and on themselves," said EPA Administrator Christie Whitman . "Our 
hope is that this facility will provide a refuge and a shelter for all those who are 
doing so much - more than any of us have the right to ask or expect, but which 
they are doing from their hearts and souls." 

"I want to commend the EPA for their efforts in getting this great new indoor wash 
station up and running prior to winter setting in," said Mayor Giuliani . "This state-of 
the-art facility will provide those working at ground zero with a warm and 
comfortable place to rest; have a hot meal; change their clothing and wash up. I 
thank Administrator Whitman for her on-going support, and look forward to the 
continued cooperation of the EPA." 

"The events of September 1 1 are too large for any one agency. We are pleased to 
join together with the American Red Cross and especially with the EPA to serve our 
rescue workers - New York's finest," said Salvation Army Incident Commander 
Major George Polarek. 

"As the city heals, the American Red Cross is honored to continue to provide 
I around the clock emotional, therapeutic and spiritual support to the dedicated 
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workers at Ground Zero," said Larry Koslick, American Red Cross Disaster Relief 
Operation Director . Workers may take a momentary refuge from the harsh 
working environment and share their personal experiences with licensed Red 
Cross counselors." 

The wash station, located inside a large white tent on Battery Park City property at 
West and Murray Streets in lower Manhattan, was constructed and has been 
maintained by EPA at a cost of approximately $4 million in emergency funds from 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). It costs EPA approximately 
$650,000 a month to run the station, which operates 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, and provides World Trade Center workers with a place to wash equipment 
and shower, store possessions, eat and take a break during their often long and 
strenuous workdays on and around the debris pile. The Salvation Army provides 
about 9,000 meals a day to workers at the north end of the facility. 
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Km RELEASE: FJUDAV, SE PTEMBER 14,2001 

EPA, OS HA UPDATE ASBESTOS DATA, 
CONTINUE TO REASSURE PUBLIC ABOUT CONTAMINATION FEARS 



Bonnie Piper 202 564-7836 
Bonme Bellow 732. 
Sue Hensley, Dept. of Labor (OSHA) 202-693-6023 



The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Labor's Occupational Health and 
evy Administration today announced that the majority of air and dust samples monitored at !bc crash site hi 
<v York do not indicate levels of concern for asbestos. The new samples confirm previous reports that 
bient air quality meets OSHA standards and consequently is not a cause for public concern. New OSIHIA 
a also indicates that indoor air quality in downtown buildings will meet standards. 



EPA has found viable asbestos levels in bulk debris and dust on the ground, but EPA continues to 
ieve that there is no significant health risk to the general public in the coming days. Appropriate steps are 
ng taken to clean up this ami and debns. 

"Our tests show that i t is safe for New Yorkers to go back to work in New York's financial distriot " 
d Mrn L L Henshaw, Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA, ''Keeping the streets clean and being careful 
; to track dust into buildings will help protect workers from remaining debris." 

OSHA staff walked though New York's financial district on September 13% wearing perianal air 
miters and collected data on potential asbestos exposure) levels. All but two samples contained no asbestos. 
, r o samples contained very levels ol an unknown fiber, which is still being analyzed. 

Air Samples taken on Sept. inside buildings in New York's financial district were negative for 
^estos. Debris samples collected outside buildings on cars and other surfaces contained small percentages of 
■jesters, ranging from 2.1 to 13 - slightly above the 1 percent trigger for defining asbestos material 



"EPA will be deploying 1{5 vacuum trucks this weekend in an effort to remove as much of the dust and 
bris as possible from the site where the samples were obtained," said EPA Administrator Christie Whitman. 
\ addition we will be movma six continuous air monitoring stations into the area. We will put five; near 
ound zeto and one on Canal street. The seed news continues to be that the air samples wetave taken have 
i been at levels that cau^ us no concern.' 

The continuous monitoring stations will augment the ambient air quality monitoring located in 
:ooklyn. EPA and OSHA w m remain on, Kite and continue to monitor for levels of asbestos. PCBs, lead and 
dycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in the area tb.rou ehout the long weeks of cleanup ahead. In addition, 
: 3 A will move in a bus that has the equipment to do instam analysis of volatile organic compound samples 
am ai.r at the site. It is called a Total Atmospheric Gas Analyser and is similar to a unit used during the Gulf 
■'ar to sample emissions from the oil fires in Kuwait. 

The Agency is recommending that, businesses in the area planning to reopen next week take precautions 
eluding cleaning air conditioning Inters and using vacuums with appropriate Alters to collect dust, 
acuummg wilt reduce the chance of re- entering workers tracking dust into the buildings. This work is 
ready underway by city agencies. 

MORE 



r 

The U.S. Coast Guard wili be assisting BP A in monitoring impacts, if &r\y, of today's rainstorms oji the 
- quality. However most of the rain flow is expected to be handled by the City's waste walcr treatment 
ty, since there wii! be onW limited s&was;e. in the combined sewer aysUim. EPA has a vessel on site 1.3:3 New 
to handle any necessary feisting. 

Additional technical support has been offered to EPA in New Ycirk from the U.S. Air Fmce Surgeon 
rar& Office of Environment! and Occupational Health . Thai support would involve five engineers and/ or 
onm&ntetl technicians and equipment if needed. 
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FOIA HQ-RIN-01 734.07 - David Newman 



Attached is OSWER/OEM response to the above subject FOIA. 



RIN-071 34-07 Response.pdf 

Glenitt Chase 
Special Assistant 
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USEPA 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460 



OFncr of 

SOLID WAST 6 AND 
tMERdENCY RESPONSE 



August 17, 2007 
MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Freedom of Monition Act Request from David Newman - RIN-0 1 734-07 



This is in response to the Freedom of Information Act request from David Newman, N Y 
Committee for Occupational Safety and Health, for copies of EPA HQ records pertaining to 
post-9/1 1 WTC related issues as specified in his correspondence for the period September 1 1 , 
2001 through June 30, 2002. 

The Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response, Office of Emergency Management have 
searched our offices and found no documents that are responsive to this request. 



cc: Judith Lewis 
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Glenitta Chase fUt^MXtfCn/^ 
Special Assistant 
Office of Emergency Management 
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Wanda Calderon 
Region 2 
FOIA Office 
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Barbara To Mary Mears/R2/USEPA/US@EPA 

Finazzo/R2/USEPA/US cc 

07/30/2007 05:10 PM . 

bcc 

Subject Re: NYCOSH requestQ 



This is confirmation that I have searched my files and do not have any responsive documents to the FOIA 
request 2RIN-0113-07 from David Newman of the NYCOSH. 



